
The Sabbath Rest
Please read He brews 4:9 - 11

here remaineth there fore a Sab bath rest for the
peo ple of God.”  The Sab bath rest is for all the peo -
ple of God, not for the Is ra el ites only.  There is no
doubt but that it will be fully ex pe ri enced in the

glory that is to come in the heav enly Ca naan.  But it also is
ex pe ri enced here and now.  This is ev i dent in v. 10: “For he 
that is en tered into his rest hath him self also rested from 
his works, as God did from his.”

Here is the very es sence of the Chris tian way of sal va -
tion.  “Come unto me, all ye that la bor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.”  When we rec og nize our
ab so lute help less ness, when we re al ize that there is noth ing
that we can do in or der to pay for our sins and get right with
God, then we are ready to come to Je sus and let him do the
sav ing.  Sal va tion has al ready been pro vided by Him and all 
that we are to do is to rest in that fact.  

To be saved through Je sus Christ is not a mat ter of try -
ing to be good and holy, or try ing to fol low Je sus.  It is a
mat ter of ad mit ting the ab so lute im pos si bil ity of be ing
good and rest ing in the work that Je sus Christ has done
when He “bore our sins in His body on the tree.”  

This is also true of the liv ing of the Chris tian life.  Just
as we are com pletely help less to make our selves mem bers
of the house hold of God, so are we also help less to con quer
the en e mies which now pos sess the ter ri tory of our hearts. 
We need the One who is greater than Mo ses and Joshua and 
the way of faith is the way of ad mit ting our own help less -
ness, tell ing the Lord Je sus the ex act sit u a tion and trust ing
that He will do that which it is im pos si ble for us to do.

It is im pos si ble to trust Je sus for too much.  We are to
have faith that in the mea sure that we ad mit con tin u ally the
ac tual con di tion of our life and ask Him to make it right, we 
may rest in the as sur ance that His sav ing power is at work

to pro duce in us the better life that will glo rify His name.
“Let us there fore give dil i gence to en ter into that

rest.”  Here is a re mark able par a dox.  We are to work hard
to en ter into rest.  We are, in other words, to fight the fight
of faith.  The strug gle and the ef fort co mes in this that we
are to give up any con fi dence in the power of self and rest
en tirely in the mercy and grace of God in Christ.  This is a
la bor and a fight for us be cause of the es sen tial self ish ness
of our own na ture.  This dil i gence we must never give up as
long as we are in this life or else we will “fall af ter the
same ex am ple of dis obe di ence.”  

Vs. 12 “For the word of God is liv ing, and ac tive, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, and

pierc ing even to the di vid ing of soul and spirit, of
both joints and mar row, and quick to dis cern the
thoughts and in tents of the heart.  13 And there is
no crea ture that is not man i fest in his sight: but

all things are na ked and laid open be fore the eyes 
of him with whom we have to do.  14 Hav ing then 
a great high priest, who hath passed through the
heav ens, Je sus the Son of God, let us hold fast

our con fes sion.  15 For we have not a high priest
that can not be touched with the feel ing of our in -

fir mi ties; but one that hath been in all points
tempted like as we are, yet with out sin.  16 Let us
there fore draw near with bold ness unto the throne 
of grace, that we may re ceive mercy, and may find 

grace to help us in time of need.”

There are three things to help us to en ter into the
rest.  They are: 

1. The search ing Word of God.  As we read and
study His Word we find that it is alive with the power of
God and able to re veal to us our whole in ner life down into
its deep est se cret re cesses.
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The ex pres sion “quick to dis -
cern” is a trans la tion of the Greek
word from which we have the
Eng lish word “critic.”  This is the
only place in the New Tes ta ment
where it is used.  It is in deed in ter -
est ing to note that God speaks of
His Word as be ing the critic of the 
thoughts and in tents of our hearts.  
We are not to be the crit ics of the
Word of God, but we are to let the
Word crit i cize our lives.  In the
mea sure that we per mit it to show
us our fail ures and short com ings,
how glad we will be that we may
flee to Je sus with it all.

2. The see ing eye of God. 
Since there is ab so lutely noth ing
that can be hid from Him any way, 
should we not has ten to Him to
tell Him ev ery thing in our lives
that His Word has shown us to be
not right? 

3. The sym pa thetic High
Priest.  He is a Great High Priest. 
He has passed through the heav -
ens, not only through an earthly
tem ple.  He is Je sus, the Son of
God.  He is sym pa thetic be cause
He Him self has been “in all points 
tempted like as we” and can
there fore be deeply “touched with 
the feel ing of our in fir mi ties.” 
But He is able to de liver us be -
cause He Him self has been with -
out sin.   

Since He is at the throne of
God in heaven, that throne is a
throne of grace to which we may
draw near with bold ness.  If we
come con fess ing our sins, fail -
ures, weak nesses, we will re ceive
mercy in for give ness.  Then as we 
go out into the ex pe ri ences of life
we will find in each in stance that
His grace is with us to help us in
time of need.

This cor re sponds with the
state ments of Je sus in His in vi ta -
tion: “Come unto me, all ye that
la bor and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest.”  When we
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bring our sins and bur dens to Him, in His mercy He for -
gives, thus giv ing us rest.  “Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye
shall find rest unto your souls.”  That is, hav ing come to
Je sus and been given rest at the throne, we go out into life
as His dis ci ples and in ev ery ex pe ri ence of dis ci ple ship
find rest unto our souls.  We find that He is near and able
and will ing to help.

Taken from “A Better Life” 
by Samuel Miller, B.D., D.D.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“It is finished” - John 19:30
Dur ing the late de pres sion a work ing man be came ill. 

He had not been able to make much money, there fore he
ran into debt at the gro cer.  While he was ill the doc tor
came to see him sev eral times.  He was a good phy si cian
and had been able to re store him to health and strength. 
That he was not able to pay his debts made the work ing
man greatly grieved.

One day he sat down and fig ured how much he would
need to pay the doc tor and the gro cer, and how long it
would take him to earn the money.  While he sat there a
friend stepped in to see him.

“I just came from the doc tor’s of fice,” said the friend,
as he handed him a slip of pa per.

The work ing man was so dis cour aged that he put the
pa per aside with out look ing at it.  He had noth ing to pay it
with.  Af ter his friend had gone, he took the pa per out and
looked at it.  Yes, the bill was cor rect.  But, what was this? 
Un der neath the bill was writ ten “Paid.”  But he had not
paid the doc tor a cent!  Oh, yes, now he un der stood; his
friend had paid the bill for him.  The work ing man wept
for joy.  

Je sus once said: “It is fin ished.”  He has paid for our
sin by dy ing on the Cross.  Won’t you ac cept His pay ment
for your bill of sin?

Dear Lord Je sus, re ceive our thanks for pay ing for all
our sins.  We want to look at the Lamb of God that tak eth
away the sin of the world.  In Je sus’ name.  Amen.

Je sus paid it all,
All to Him I owe;
Sin has left a crim son stain,
He washed it white as snow.

Taken from the devotional book “Altar Steps”
by Pastor R. P. Haakonson

Family Life
Fam ily Life as a Call ing

“Thus it is true, as men say, that par ents, al though they 
had noth ing else to do, could at tain sal va tion by train ing
their own chil dren.  If they rightly train them to God’s ser -
vice, they will in deed have both hands full of good works
to do.  For what else are the hun gry, thirsty, na ked, im pris -
oned, sick, strang ers, than the souls of your own chil dren?  
With them God makes of your house a hos pi tal, and sets
you over them as chief nurse, to wait on them, to give
them good words and works as meat and drink, that they
may learn to trust, be lieve, and fear God…O what a
blessed mar riage and home were that where such par ents
were to be found!  Truly it would be a real church, a cho -
sen clois ter, yea, a paradise.”

“For God has com manded women to keep chil dren
well-dis ci plined, and prop erly clothed and bathed.  How -
ever hum ble these tasks may be, they are good works in
God’s sight.  A man also does good works when he runs
his house hold well.   Even if he did a hun dred small tasks a 
day, they would all be con sid ered good if done in faith. 
Cut ting wood or heat ing a room is just as holy for him as
pray ing a ro sary is for a monk, for all works of a pi ous man 
are good be cause of the Holy Spirit and his faith.”

“Par ents Are Priests and Bish ops.  You see how rich
the es tate of mar riage is in good works.  For into the
bosom of the fam ily God places chil dren who are con -
ceived from the par ents’ own bod ies and in need of their
Chris tian works.  For ex am ple, in mak ing known the gos -
pel mes sage to them, par ents act as the chil dren’s apos tles, 
bish ops, and pas tors.  In short, there is no greater, more
no ble power on earth than the re li gious and civil au thor ity
ex er cised by par ents over their children.”

Luther on the Christian Home - William H. Lazareth -
pp. 144-145, 145-146, p. 220

Taken from “Martin Luther Speaks To Us”
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If you don’t come to God
on His terms, then you

don’t come.
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Free to Be a Slave
“Now that you have been set free from sin and

have be come slaves of God, the re turn you get is
sanc ti fi ca tion and its end eter nal life” 

Romans 6:22

The be liever in Christ is made free from guilt, from
judg ment, and from pen alty of his sins.  He is free from all
ob li ga tions to the Law, free from con dem na tion, and is
saved from eter nal death.  This is made pos si ble through
the sac ri fice of Christ “for the trans gres sion of my peo ple”
(Isa iah 53:8).  

Con cern ing this free dom the Apos tle Paul wrote at
length in Romans, chap ters three, four, and five.  John also
wrote, “If the Son makes you free you will be free in deed”
(John 8:36).  In stead of be ing un der the do min ion of the
Law, the be liever is un der the do min ion of grace with the
Lord Je sus Christ as mas ter served in love.  

A sec ond free dom co mes as a re sult of be ing made free 
from sin and its con dem na tion.  It is a fruit of the for mer
and co mes to us by the work ing of the Spirit to give free -
dom from the power of sin.  Bond age be cause of sin can be
bro ken by the power of God at work within one’s life, giv -
ing strength for vic tory in stead of de feat.  “Sin will no lon -
ger have do min ion over you since you are not un der law
but un der grace” (Romans 6:14).

“Fully through Christ ab solved I am
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.”
  (Nikolaus Ludvig von Zinzendorf. 1700-1760).

Prayer:  God of free dom of fered through Christ, make
me to per ceive more clearly the won der of this sa cred free -
dom, and therein to live and re joice.  Amen.

Pro gres sive Liv ing

“Now that you have been set free from sin and
have be come slaves of God, the re turn you get is

sanc ti fi ca tion and its end eter nal life” 
Romans 6:22.

A child of God hav ing been made free from sin and
guilt through Christ is en cour aged to seek prog ress in
Chris tian liv ing which is sanc ti fi ca tion.  This prog ress is a
work of the Spirit.  Je sus said that a branch can not bring
forth fruit un less it abides in the vine (John 15:4).  Nei ther
can fruits of sanc ti fi ca tion be har vested un less one is
united with Christ.

To tal free dom from sin is given a child of God even
though his per sonal ho li ness is im per fect.  Sanc ti fi ca tion is 
the con tin u ing work of the Spirit in pro gres sive de vel op -
ment and growth in grace.  This is never per fected in this

life, but the pro cess con tin ues as Chris tian ad vances in
faith, in love, and in wholesome fear of God.

“Je sus in my walk and liv ing,
Let me ever fol low thine;
Bearer of the cross, O teach me
Pa tiently to take up mine.
If by fel low men de spised,
Make me like to thee, O Christ,
O’er their sins and er rors griev ing,
And all in ju ries for giv ing.”
  (Johan Hjerten, 1816)

Prayer:  Holy Spirit, work that work in me which is thy 
will to do so that I may be a truly pro gres sive Chris tian,
grow ing in sanc ti fi ca tion.  This I ask in Je sus’ name. 
Amen.   

The Re turn You Get

“But now that you have been set free from sin
and have be come slaves of God, the re turn you

get is sanc ti fi ca tion and its end eter nal life”
Romans 6:22.

A child of God does not have the worst of wor ries, that
of re solv ing his guilt, be cause he has been set free from his
sins.  Now he can fol low joy ously in the foot steps of Je sus.  
As it was his life and food to do the will of his Fa ther, so the 
child of God must strive to do the Fa ther’s will.

Be ing a child of God one be comes a tem ple of the
Holy Spirit (1 Co rin thi ans 3:16).  That same Spirit dwells
in the Chris tian as was in Christ, and he will not put the
Dove to flight.  A Chris tian will not de file and de stroy the
tem ple of God with at ten tion to the de sires of the flesh. 
Rather, he will en dure suf fer ing than go against the Spirit
of God.  

Christ was obe di ent in ev ery sit u a tion for the sake of
the Fa ther’s good plea sure.  A child of God, too, will be
obe di ent in his sit u a tion, and the dis plea sures that come
shall be lost in God’s good plea sure toward him.

“Liv ing for Je sus a life that is true,
Striv ing to please him in all that I do,
Yield ing al le giance, glad-hearted and free,
This is the path way of bless ing for me.”
Prayer:  The re turn I get, O Lord, in mul ti plied bless -

ings and eter nal life, are be yond my com pre hen sion; but I
pray that these mer cies shall be pre served in my heart and
life, where fore cause me to be faith ful in all things.  For
Christ’s sake.  Amen.

Taken from “Rosenius Daily Meditations” 
by Carl O. Rosenius, 

Lutheran Colportage Service, Inc., Copyright 1973
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Ed i to rial 
RES

WORK:  A ‘gift’ from God? 
“And also that ev ery man should eat and drink and en joy the good of his la bor 

- it is the gift of God.”  Ec cle si as tes 3:13, (5:12, 18-20) () 

Man kind uni ver sally thinks he must do some thing
in or der to get right with God, and be cause some ‘re li -
gions’ teach that you are saved by ‘grace plus ‘works’;
there fore some Lu ther ans and oth ers seem to be lieve
that GRACE is a ‘pil low to sin upon.’  They have
thrown the baby out with the bath wa ter’. When JESUS
said on Cal vary’s Cross ‘It is fin ished’ there is ab so -
lutely noth ing we can do to be gin to merit or earn any
de gree to wards our Sal va tion.  Any one who says liv -
ing/walk ing the Chris tian life is an easy road shows
their ig no rance of Scrip ture and likely has not ex pe ri -
enced Sal va tion!   Now a grounded, sea soned
weather- beaten Chris tian made a state ment sim i lar to
the fol low ing:  “One of the most dif fi cult things for a
Chris tian to do is to walk in the mid dle of the road”. 
This saint (all born again peo ple who are walk ing in the
‘Light’; ac cord ing to Scrip ture are called ‘saints’ also!) 
is not en ter tain ing at all the sin of com pro mise,  but it is
so easy for ‘us’ who are ‘be liev ers’ to grad u ate/erode to
the ex treme right OR ex treme left.  YET the ONE who
is the su preme au thor ity says ‘faith with out works is
dead! James 1;22, 2:14-26.  As you al ready know the
Chris tian life is to be lived 7 x 24; which in cludes daily
de ny ing your self and tak ing up your cross and fol low -
ing HIM!  ONE of the ‘ear marks’ of be ing a child of the
King is that oth ers see how we love one an other (fel low
be liev ers).  The Scrip ture says that others shall know
you are Jesus’ dis ci ples by your love for one an other!

For a few mo ments let us go back to the theme of
this ‘ed i to rial’ and re al ize that work can be ei ther our
‘ser vant or our mas ter’.  Hu man ity is blest with a lot of
dil i gent, hon est hard work ing peo ple; yet some times
‘work’ takes pre ce dence over some Chris tian op por tu -
nity that the Holy Spirit wants a per son to be in volved
in.  Thus it be comes a hin drance, stum bling block OR a
mas ter.  For ex am ple:  Work be comes your ‘mas ter’
when you miss Chris tian Fel low ship that you know the
Lord wants you in volved in.  You are busier than God
in tends you to be!  (He brews 10:23-25).   It is so easy to
get ‘our needs and wants mixed up’!  “But if any one
does not pro vide for his own, and es pe cially for those of 
his house hold, he has de nied the faith and is worse than 
an un be liever (in fi del)” I Tim o thy 5:8.  Scrip ture is

very clear how the ‘church’ is to care for those who are
def i nitely in NEED – for ex am ple 1 Tim o thy 5.  Also in
Galatians 6:10  which says, “There fore, as we have op -
por tu nity, let us do good to all, es pe cially to those who
are of the house hold of faith.” You know if you en joy
the work you are do ing, joy takes the ‘work’ out of
work! Then there will be a ‘dif fer ence’ be tween ‘having 
to’ and ‘wanting to’ do something!

The First Re quire ment for some one to ‘work’ in the
Eter nal King dom of God here on earth, is to be in a
‘right re la tion ship’ with God through Je sus Christ!  A
fruit bear ing ‘branch’ has to be cor rectly at tached to the
VINE - John 15.  

EVEN on this earthly side of ‘eter nity’, if we could
see, even lo cally, all that is done to be seen of man, we
would be ashamed and shocked!  Mat thew 6:1, 5, 23:5. 
Also there is more ‘peer pres sure’ among that blessed
lit tle flock that Je sus calls His own then we care to ad -
mit.  Yes, of ten we are in flu enced by oth ers!  We are far
too con cerned about oth ers’ opin ions and thus be come a 
‘slave’ of peo ple’s fa vor, crit i cism and judg ment.  Our
one con cern should be:  ‘What would JESUS have me
do?’  Stop and ask your self:  ‘Do I re ally love JESUS’?
Now love is not a mushy, warm, goose pim ply emo -
tional sen sa tion; BUT a com mit ment, loy alty, de vo tion, 
etc.  Feel ings may fol low, but are not the ba sis of He -
brews 6:9-12.  Ask your self:  ‘Is HE pre cious to me?’ 
‘Am I truly try ing to reach oth ers with Je sus?’  ‘Am I a
bless ing or a hin drance to those of the ‘house hold of
faith’?”  (Now I am not try ing to in flate our self-es teem
or ego; But hon estly, am I a cleansed ‘ves sel’ in the Pot -
ter’s Hands?)   Lie not to your self; but be con sis tently
HONEST with GOD and one an other!  REMEMBER
the LORD never leads con trary to His Word!

We ad mit that some times we get tired in the Lord’s
Work; but I trust never tired of the Lord’s Work!  The
per son who is not seek ing to reach oth ers for JESUS
and to nur ture Lambs and Sheep; needs to ask them -
selves:  DOES the love of GOD dwell within me?  Such 
a per son is on very dan ger ous ground!  You can not have 
the love of God within you and not care!  “’Nev er the -
less I have this against you, that you have left your first
love.  Re mem ber There fore from where you have fallen,
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Last Chance 
When the fa mous min is ter Phillips Brooks (1835 -

1893) was crit i cally ill and not ex pected to re cover, vis i -
tors were not per mit ted to see him.  Bob Ingersoll, the fa -
mous ag nos tic, who did n’t know that vis i tors were not
al lowed, called at the hos pi tal and asked to see Dr. Brooks.  

He was told that vis i tors were not per mit ted, but that
they al ways re ported to the pa tient when friends called. 

When the sick man was told that Mr. Ingersoll had called,
Dr. Brooks in sisted that he be al lowed to come in.

When Mr. Ingersoll en tered the room, he said, “I ap -
pre ci ate this very much, but why do you see me, when you 
deny your self to your other friends?”

“Well, you see,” re plied Dr. Brooks, “I feel con fi dent
of see ing most of my friends in the next world, but this is
my last chance to see you.”

Robert G. Lee in Sermonic Library

re pent and do the first works, or else I will come to you
quickly and re move your lamp stand from its place - un -
less you re pent.’” Rev e la tion 2:4-5.  

Keep in mind that God’s Work is a great work for it
has both an earthly and eter nal value.  Thus ‘noth ing’
is in sig nif i cant or not im por tant when HE is lead ing. 
God’s Work is to be done with en thu si asm and ex -
pec tancy!  NOW Mar tin Lu ther more or less states that
‘all’ is im por tant as long as the Lord (Holy Spirit) is
lead ing; IF He asks you to sweep the floor OR preach
the Gospel!

When the the Holy Spirit is in con trol of an in di vid -
ual (ves sel), there will be an ur gency of get ting the lib -
er at ing Mes sage of the Gos pel out to oth ers.  “Cursed
is he who does the work of the LORD de ceit fully
(lax/slack ness)…”  Jer e miah 48:10 (Romans 12:10-11
and He brews 5:1-9).  Re call that as a sol dier of the
Cross, you are in a ‘spir i tual bat tle field’.  It be comes
easy to be come ‘faint’; but there is a dif fer ence be tween 
‘faint’ and ‘faint ing’.  We shall reap if we faint not!  Is it
more con du cive IF you are a ‘side walk su per vi sor’ than
a ‘worker’?  Psalm 126, Jer e miah 9:1, Romans 8:1-8.  
Per son ally I be lieve we are of ten more guilty than we
want to ad mit of the SIN of ‘omis sion’.  Sin is ‘any -
thing’ that co mes be tween us and God; it is miss ing the
mark.  “There fore, to him who knows to do good and
does not do it, to him it is sin.” James 4:17.    

OFTEN when God lays a ‘bur den’ upon your heart
it is not ONLY placed there so you pray, but God wants
to use you as a chan nel (feet) to an swer your prayer bur -
den that gives HIM the glory! 

Seem ingly it is so easy to ask some one else to be the 
‘feet & hands’ to our prayer bur dens; like a Bi ble be -
liev ing Pas tor.  But you say, I ‘feel’ so in ad e quate -
that’s fine!  Isa iah 57:15, II Co rin thi ans 3:5.  Sadly and
trag i cally many Pas tors are not saved!  But those who
are born again and are called by God into this area of the 
Lord’s Work need to be sup ported and en cour aged. 

They have a very im por tant ‘role’ in the work of the
King dom of God.  Sa tan has seen to it that pres sures on
a con sci en tious ‘Un der shep herd’ have in ten si fied and
Sa tan is out to kill them spir i tu ally along with you and I.  
How ‘we’ treat them also has an ef fect on how God will
bless us!   “Re mem ber those who rule over you, who
have spo ken the word of God to you, whose faith fol low,
con sid er ing the out come of their con duct” He brews
13:7.  “Let the el ders who rule well be counted wor thy
of dou ble honor, es pe cially those who la bor in the word
and doc trine” I Tim o thy 5:17. (Galatians 6:1-10).

On ‘oc ca sion’ you hear some thing like this from a
‘be liever’:  “I don’t know why God still has me here;
but I can at least pray!”  FIRST of all let me as sure you
that is one of the great est, if not the great est thing you
can do; pro vided you are on Scrip tural pray ing ground.   
Is ‘prayer’ work?  Most cer tainly it is, all by God’s
GRACE.  But fol low me to the Gar den of Geth sema ne
and iden tify with Je sus and the dis ci ples, and it is
clearly WORK. (Colossians 4:12).  To say that there is
‘lit tle’ OR ‘noth ing’ you can do to fur ther the work in
the King dom of God; is in di rectly say ing, “God, you
have over looked me as a ‘mem ber’ of your spiritual
body!”

There is def i nitely a place of quiet REST for the
child of God both spir i tu ally and phys i cally – He brews
4:9-16, Mat thew 11:28-30.  

As you again thank God for the great est GIFT of all 
‘gifts’; don’t for get to keep in mind Ephe sians 2:10
along with verses 8 & 9.  May the LORD richly bless
you as we la bor to gether in the work of the king dom of 
God! Jer e miah 32:19, Rev e la tion 14:13.

“But thanks be to God, who gives us the vic tory
through our Lord Je sus Christ.  There fore, my be loved
breth ren, be stead fast, im mov able, al ways abound ing in 
the work of the Lord, know ing that your la bor is not in
vain in the Lord” 1 Co rin thi ans 15:57-58.MATTHEW
16:25-28



From Our Fellowship Circle

Mr. & Mrs. F. Bemidji, MN
A con tri bu tion to help with your con tin ued min is try
through the Morn ing Glory.  A real Blessing ev ery month!

Mrs. H. K. Kandiyohi, MN
I am en clos ing a Me mo rial check for the Morn ing Glory. 
It is in mem ory of my twin sis ter …   Don’t know if you re -
mem ber the C. & S. B. who went to the Hauge Meet ings? 
Any how we are their twin daugh ters.  I will miss my twin
sis ter but she’s ‘Home’ now!

We en joy the Morn ing Glory with all the ‘good’ in it.  

O. L. A. New port, N. C.
You are do ing a good work!  Your ‘ed i to rial’ was very
good.   I feel that God may have let Amer ica be come en -
shrouded with dark ness as she turns away from “Thus
saith the Lord.”

I be lieve also that the first Chap ter Isa iah de scribes Amer -
ica to day.  Only God can pre vent our fall to Sharia Law of
the Mus lims.  God tells Is rael (and us) that He could pre -
vent their cap tiv ity, but He won’t do it be cause of their un -
re pen tant at ti tude.  I be lieve that Amer ica should this.  

Just as truth had fallen in the street (Isa iah 59:14, 15) so
truth in Amer ica has been re placed by po lit i cal cor rect -
ness.  Such stomp ing the truth has given rise to the pub lic
dis play of skimpy clad peo ple even in the churches.  

Isa iah 58:1 “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice … shew 
my peo ple their trans gres sion …” En joins all Chris tians to 
warn peo ple in Amer ica.  Who will warn of God’s an ger
and wrath if not the preach ers and pas tors?

Isa iah 5:20-24 de scribes us to day from Wash ing ton, D. C.
to ev ery State of the Un ion.  

Yes, you are do ing a good work by pub lish ing Morn ing
Glory.

E. T. New ark, IL
My gift - to God be the Glory!

P. J. Willmar, MN
Thanks for a good pa per as we read it all!  The Lord is
Good!
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The “Alls” of Salvation

Af ter an eve ning ser vice at the mis sion, the
preacher was hur ry ing away to a late train.  He had
just three min utes in which to catch it.  For tu nately, 
the sta tion was close at hand.  A gen tle men came
run ning af ter him.  “Oh, sir,” said, he, breath lessly,
as he came up, “can you speak to me?  I am very
anx ious about my soul.”  “Well,” re plied the mis -
sion ary, “my train is just here, and it is the last one;
but look up Isa iah 53:6.  Go in at the first ‘all,’ and
go out at the last ‘all.’  Good night.”

The gen tle men stood star ing at him un til he
dis ap peared into the sta tion, and then he mut tered,
“Go in at the first ‘all’ and go out at the last ‘all.’ 
What does it mean?  When he ar rived at home he
took down a Bi ble.  He turned to the text and read
these words:  “All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned ev ery one to his own way; and the
Lord hath laid on him the in iq uity of us all.”

“Go in at the first ‘all,’” he re peated.  “ ‘All we
like sheep have gone astray.’  I am to go in with that 
‘all.’  Yes, I see.  It just means that I am one of those 
who have gone astray.  And go out with the last
‘all.’  ‘The Lord hath laid on him the in iq uity of us
all.’  I see.  Yes, I am to go out free with those
whose in iq uity has been laid on Christ.”  That
short, pithy com ment brought, by the Holy Spirit,
light and peace to the man’s con science and heart,
and he re joiced in Christ as his Sav ior. — The
Chris tian Her ald

Taken from “The Way of Life” by A.W. Knock



Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

ELCA’s TOLERATION KNOWS NO
BOUNDS AS THEY JOIN THE SIKHS
FOR WORSHIP 

First Eng lish Lu theran Church (ELCA), Mishawaka,
In di ana, wor shipped with the Sikhs on Sunday, De cem ber
12.  The pre vi ous day the con gre ga tion at First Eng lish
Lu theran in vited the Sikhs to their church for fel low ship
and to learn about the many re li gious be liefs they share in
com mon, ac cord ing to the pas tor of First Eng lish, Leon ard 
Jepson, who also headed the exchange program.

“For 30 years it’s been a pas sion of mine to fo cus on
the things we have in com mon,” Jepson said, “and that’s
faith in God, in stead of what di vides us.”

A mem ber of First Eng lish Lu theran Church and a
par tic i pant in the event said: “I saw a lot of sim i lar i ties be -
tween the two re li gions.  Just the fact that we also look at
one God, that ev ery one is God’s child, that this re li gion
has a mes sen ger as a way to God, and Christ is our way to
God.  There are all kinds of re li gions in the world, and I
think un der stand ing is the way to world peace.”

Jepson said his de nom i na tion (ELCA) is one of the
more lib eral ones in the Lu theran church.  “Evan gel i cals
are di vi sive when they quote Je sus say ing that he is the
only way to God,” He added.

The Vine and Branches

Ed i tor’s Note:  The Sikhs be lieve in ‘re in car na tion’ as
the way to sal va tion.  Sikh ism be gan about 500 years ago. 
The Bi ble clearly states that there is only ONE WAY to
Heaven and that is only through JESUS! Acts 4:12-13.

Alabama Governor Speaks Out, Gets
Hammered 

Two days af ter be ing sworn in as Al a bama gov er nor,
Rob ert Bentley apol o gized …for pro claim ing to a Bap tist
church au di ence that only Chris tians were his broth ers and 
sis ters and vowed to work for peo ple of all faiths and
colors.

His com ments…shocked and of fended some…..of
other faiths, but the back lash did n’t seem to be a se ri ous
po lit i cal wound for the re tired der ma tol o gist and South ern 
Bap tist deacon.

… “If any one from other re li gions felt dis en fran -
chised by the lan guage, I want to say I am sorry…” he told 
re port ers … af ter meet ing with lead ers of other faiths in

his new office.
Af ter he took the oath of of fice at the Al a bama Cap i -

tal…Bentley headed across the street to a ser vice hon or -
ing Mar tin Lu ther King, Jr., at King’s first church, Dex ter
Av e nue Bap tist Church.  Dur ing his speech, he re marked:
“Any body here to day who has not ac cepted Je sus Christ
as their Sav ior, I’m tell ing you, you’re not my brother, and 
you’re not my sis ter, and I want to be your brother.” …

Bentley apol o gized for his re marks, but not for be ing
a Chris tian.  “I will never deny be ing a born-again Chris -
tian.  I do have core be liefs, and I will die with those core
be liefs,” Bentley said.  “But I do not want to be harm ful to
others. 

 And I will die if I have to de fend some one else’s right
to wor ship as they choose.”…

“I thought that with his state ment he cre ated two
classes of cit i zens in Al a bama, those that were his broth ers 
and sis ters in Christ and ev ery one else.   As an elected of fi -
cial, he has the re spon si bil ity to serve all the peo ple
equally,” (Welton) Gaddy (pres i dent of In ter faith
Alliance) said.  

The Anti-Def a ma tion League (ADL), a Jew ish group
that fights dis crim i na tion, said it sounded like Bentley
was us ing the of fice of gov er nor to ad vo cate for Chris tian
con ver sion.  “If he does so, he is danc ing dan ger ously
close to a vi o la tion of the First Amend ment of the U.S.
Con sti tu tion, which for bids gov ern ment from pro mot ing
the es tab lish ment of any re li gion,” said ADL re gional di -
rec tor Bill Nigut.

OneNewsNow.com

Ed i tor’s Com ments:  Two days into his first term, the
gov er nor gets his first les son in how to tip toe through the
po lit i cally-cor rect briar patch.  Since he is now gov er nor,
how dare he speak so plainly and so un equiv o cally about
his Chris tian faith?  Does n’t he know that only the lib eral
hu man ists and sec u lar ists can speak so plainly in pub lic? 
Chris tians are pro hib ited from ex er cis ing their free-
 speech Con sti tu tional rights be cause they might offend
someone.

The dou ble stan dard is an un-Amer i can abuse, and
hope fully this gov er nor and other Chris tians will not be
in tim i dated.

Sword of the Lord
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Planned Parenthood Gets $363 Million in
Tax Money, Abortions Rise

The Planned Par ent hood Fed er a tion of Amer ica fi -
nally re leased its 2008 - 2009 an nual re port de tail ing its fi -
nan cial fig ures.  The re port shows it re ceived more
gov ern ment fund ing, which has trans lated into more
abortions.   

The na tion’s larg est abor tion busi ness re leased a fact
sheet in Sep tem ber show ing the num ber of abor tions it
per formed in 2008 in creased to 324,000, a 6.1 per cent in -
crease over the 305,310 abor tions it did in 2007.

The to tal gov ern ment grants and con tracts re ceived
…. from gov ern ment sources in clud ing state, lo cal and
fed eral gov ern ments increased from $337 mil lion to $350
mil lion in 2009.  The new re port shows that fig ure has in -
creased again to $363 mil lion, though it does not spec ify
what por tion of the fig ure was re ceived from each level of
government…

In 1997, Planned Par ent hood did about 160,000 abor -
tions and re ceived ap prox i mately $160 mil lion in to tal
tax payer fund ing from var i ous lev els of gov ern ment. 
Both the num ber of abor tions and the amount of money 
re ceived from gov ern ment, sup pos edly for fam ily plan -
ning to re duce abor tions, has more than dou bled since
then.

LifeNews.com

THE ELCA’S TOLERATION KNOWS NO
BOUNDS …

In the days of Eli jah many in Is rael had an in fat u a tion
with the god dess Asherah.  The prophet Eli jah con tested
with Asherah’s priests on Mount Car mel and dis posed of
them, or so we thought.  Ap par ently these are the days of
Eli jah, as one ELCA church in San Fran cisco has res ur -
rected the god dess Asherah and is now pro mot ing her
virtues.

A re port on the web site of Ebenezer Lu theran
Church, known also as “Her Church,” tells of the pas tor’s
ef forts to make Asherah ac cept able once more.  You can
read about the ELCA’s tol er a tion of apos tasy for your self
by go ing to herchurch.org and look ing un der “spir i tu al -
ity/gift,” and then read ing a re port of a “She Who Is” re -
treat led by ELCA pas tor, Stacy Boorn. 

The Vine and Branches

MUSLIMS BEING WON TO CHRIST IN
UNPRECEDENTED NUMBERS

More than 4,000 Chris tian lead ers rep re sent ing over
190 na tions gath ered in Cape Town, South Af rica last year 
for Lausanne 111, a con fer ence on world evangelization. 
Those at tend ing heard sev eral re ports about Mus lims be -

ing led to pro fess Je sus Christ as their Lord and Savior.
Sam Yeghnazar, founder of Elam Min is tries, told the

gath er ing there were only 500 Ira nian Chris tians from a
Mus lim back ground at the time of the Lausanne 1 con fer -
ence in 1974.  But over the past 30 years, more Mus lims
have come to Christ in that coun try than in the past 1300
years.  

“Iran to day is a closed land with count less open
hearts,” said Yeghanazar.  “It is the most open na tion to the 
Gos pel in the en tire world.  Tens of thou sands of Ira ni ans
are turn ing to Christ.”

Oth ers told of Mus lims com ing to Christ in var i ous Is -
lamic na tions and urged Chris tians to get be hind this ef fort 
with prayer and la bor.

The Vine and Branches

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Doing Things Right
When some thing must be done, do it promptly.  At -

tend to press ing mat ters im me di ately.  The lon ger you
wait, the more prone you will be to ne glect the task.  You
may miss great bless ings or ex pe ri ence great bur dens if
you fail to han dle the small things promptly.

For loss of a nail, a horse shoe was lost.  For loss of a
shone, the horse was lost.  For loss of a horse, a sol dier was 
lost.   For loss of a sol dier, a bat tle was lost.  For loss of a
bat tle, a war was lost.  The war was lost be cause of the loss 
of a nail.  Ne glect ing the lit tle things can cause a chain re -
ac tion that brings great dis honor to God.

Don Sisk, Ten Principles for Biblical Living
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Hans Nielson Hauge
The Father of Lay activity and the Spiritual Life

Movement Among the Norwegians in Norway and
America

To de scribe the life of this great apos tle of re pen tance
and Chris tian tes ti mony, about whom so many books have 
been writ ten, can not now be done.  He was a great gift
from heaven to the Norse peo ple.  He was born April 2,
1771, in the Tune par ish, south east of Oslo.  The out stand -
ing day for him self, for lay ac tiv ity and Norse Church his -
tory was April 5, 1796, when out in the field, af ter a long
spir i tual strug gle, he was born again, set free and filled
with the Holy Spirit.  He re ceived the call from heaven to
con fess the name of Christ at all oc ca sions and call sin ners 
to re pen tance.  The glory of God filled his soul for some
three weeks in such a way that he hardly felt the need of
eat ing, drink ing or even sleep ing – only a cou ple of hours
a night, and peo ple thought he was going crazy.

Then came a new fight.  Then the test ing.  Then the fi -
ery darts of the devil – while God pressed on with the high
call ing.  “O, send some one else!”  he cried.  “Send a pro -
fes sor!  Send a bishop!  How can I, a young ig no rant
farmer boy go out preach ing the Gos pel?  Let me die!” 
But God whis pered: “Will you now die?  Be fore you
served sin.  I have saved you from sin.  Should you not
serve me now?”  So the call stood forth plain and big as a
cloud less moon and Hauge was sent out by the Holy
Ghost - out and out and out, through the length and
breadth of Nor way with a burn ing mes sage from a burn ing 
heart: “Re pent ye, for the king dom of heaven is at hand.”

To sum it all up: From April 5, 1796, to his long im -
pris on ment which be gan Oc to ber 24, 1804, Hauge found a 
won der ful out let for the spir i tual power God had given
Him.  He went from house to house, from par ish to par ish,
from one end of the coun try to an other preach ing the liv -
ing Truth.  The 600 churches of Nor way were there to be
sure, and ev ery body was a church mem ber.  There was or -
ga ni za tion, but no life, no power.  Now the Gos pel was
preached from ex pe ri ence and in liv ing power.  Not in a
sin gle church would Hauge be per mit ted to preach or was
ever per mit ted.  No, not one.  But out side the churches af -
ter ser vices, in mar ket places, in high-ways and by-ways,
in pri vate houses, do ing per sonal work, along the roads as
he trav eled, he went on in his most won der ful, soul-sav ing 
ca reer.  I doubt if he ever held a meet ing, un less it led to
the conversion of one or more souls.  

But the prog ress he did make, he made on his knees. 
On the way to Oslo to pub lish his first book – he pub lished 
in all some 36 books and pub li ca tions – he was as saulted
by the devil.  How did he win?  On his knees in prayer to

God.  On the way to the par ish of Rollag, Nummedahl,
when the devil ap peared, just as he did to our Sav ior in the
wil der ness, how did he over come him?  On his knees,
stand ing on the prom ises of God our Savior.  

But as sal va tion was draw ing nigh to hearts, set tle -
ments, par ishes, the en tire na tion, the devil got fright fully
busy and raised a hor ri ble cy clone against him.  At first he
sent the most slan der ous and ly ing ru mors: “He is a false
prophet, a de ceiver, a dis turber of peace.  He makes the
peo ple crazy and many com mit sui cide be cause of his
preach ing.” Etc.  When this did not help, the ragings of the 
devil in creased – through the gov ern ment, the mob, and
es pe cially through the or dained min is ters:  “It is our of fice 
and call ing to preach; we can well take care of that.  What
in the world is it you are af ter?  Who has called you to
preach?”  Then Hauge pub lished a book de scrib ing the
aw ful con di tion of the peo ple and the churches, writ ing as
follows against the preacher: 

“What makes the spir i tual con di tion so hope less is the
lead ers of the peo ple (the or dained min is ters) ‘make the
way to heaven broad, so the Lord now as be fore must la -
ment: My peo ple are lost sheep; the shep herds have led
them astray.  These preach ers who are dead in sin close the 
door to the king dom against those who want to en ter.  The
true Chris tians are few, be cause of soul-de stroy ing teach -
ers (or dained min is ters, often called teachers).

They are car nal, they are hire lings, and de ceive peo ple 
with false hope till they wake up in hell.”  (Ed i tor: Mar tin
Lu ther stated the bot tom of hell would be cov ered with the 
skulls of un con verted preach ers).

Now the devil woke up a per fect cy clone of wrath and
per se cu tion through the or dained min is ters.  (Ed i tor:
Thank God, there are some ‘or dained Pas tors’ who truly
know JESUS as their per sonal Sav ior!).  Be fore his fi nal
im pris on ment, Hauge was ar rested nine times; he was
struck three times – once by a min is ter.  Once a min is ter
spat him in the face while he was speak ing.  Fi nally in Oc -
to ber, 1804, the cry against him be came so fright ful that
he was im pris oned for about ten long years and suf fered
the most bar ba rous treat ment.  His books were taken
away, no writ ing ma te rial, no friends to visit him – shut up
in an un healthy, damp prison, as if he were the very worst
crim i nal in the coun try.  Once he was let out to help the
coun try man u fac ture salt – for he was a most skill ful man
at all prac ti cal work – and it was at a time when Eng land
block aded the coun try.  As soon as he had helped the gov -
ern ment out in the man u fac ture of salt, he was remanded
to prison again.  

Hauge was fi nally set free in 1814.  Af ter that he lived
qui etly on his lit tle farm, Bredtvedt, near Oslo till March
29, 1824, when God took his suf fer ing ser vant and mar tyr
home.  His last words: “Fol low Je sus!” and “O ev er last ing
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and lov ing God!”  Age only 53.  (to be continued)
Taken from “The Hauge Movement in America”

Ed i tor’s Note:  “’Blessed are those who are per se cuted 
for righ teous ness sake, For there is the king dom of
heaven.  Blessed are you when they re vile and per se cute
you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My
sake.  Re joice and be ex ceed ingly glad, for great is your
re ward in heaven, for so they per se cuted the proph ets who
were be fore you’”   Mat thew 5:10-12.  “’Do you sup pose
that I came to give peace on earth?  I tell you, not at all, but
rather di vi sion’” Luke 12:51 (Mat thew 10:34).  “Yes, and
all who de sire to live godly in Christ Je sus will suf fer per -
se cu tion” II Tim o thy 3:12.  “The fear of man brings a
snare, But who ever trusts in the LORD shall be safe”
Prov erbs 29:25.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

THE SIN WE’RE 
AFRAID TO MENTION

And Its Rem edy

By Pas tor Os car Low ry

“Will a man rob God?  Yet ye have robbed me.  But ye
say, Wherein have we robbed thee?  In tithes and of fer ings. 
Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this
whole na tion.   Bring ye all the tithes into the store house,
that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now
here with, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the
win dows of heaven, and pour you out a bless ing, that there
shall not be room enough to re ceive it.”  Malachi 3:8-10.

IN THE first part of this Scrip ture pas sage we have set
be fore us the hor rid con se quences of cov et ous ness, the sin
we’re afraid to men tion.  In the lat ter part of the pas sage we
have God’s rem edy for man’s cu pid ity, that is, tith ing, the
di vine ba sis of an ac cept able stew ard ship  For some un ac -
count able rea son many seem to be afraid to men tion cov et -
ous ness as sin…

Dic tio nar ies give as the mean ing of cov et ous ness, “av -
a ri cious,” “grasp ing,”  “greedy of gain,” “greed of wealth
with a view of hoard ing it.”  These ex pres sions de scribe a
sin which is most com mon among all classes.  The young
and the old, the poor as well as the rich, gen er ally speak ing,
are all guilty of this sin…

The Tithe Is The Lord’s 

Ev ery Chris tian should tithe his in come be cause this is
a prin ci ple of righ teous ness es tab lished by Al mighty God

Him self.  Le vit i cus 27:30-32 (R.V.), “And all the tithe of
the land, whether of the seed of the land, or the fruit of the
tree, is the Lord’s; it is holy unto the Lord.  And if a man will
re deem aught of his tithe, he shall add unto it the fifth part
thereof.  And all the tithe of the herd or the flock, what so -
ever passeth un der the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the
Lord.”  Here we find that God claims with out ques tion or
con di tion one-tenth of our in come.  But I can imag ine some
one in de fense of their neg li gence say ing at once, “Oh, that
be longs to the dis pen sa tion of the law, and has noth ing to do 
with us in this dis pen sa tion of grace.”  Now let us see if this
prin ci ple of tith ing be longs to the law of Mo ses.  Turn to the 
four teenth chap ter of Gen e sis.  There we have an ac count of 
Abram, or Abra ham as he was af ter ward called, pay ing
tithes to Melchizedek, a priest of the Most High God.  Now
that was seven hun dred years be fore Mo ses re ceived the
law at Mt. Si nai.  Why do we find Abra ham pay ing to this
Priest of the Lord, the tithe of all the spoil taken in bat tle?...

Two hun dred years af ter Abra ham, five hun dred years
be fore the law was given to Mo ses, we see Ja cob flee ing
from the wrath of his brother Esau.  We find him spend ing a
night alone in the moun tain.  He took a stone for a pil low
and lay down to sleep.  While sleep ing, God re vealed Him -
self to Ja cob in a dream or vi sion…

Gen e sis 28:20-22, “If God will be with me in this way
that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and rai ment to put
on so that I come again to my fa ther’s house in peace, then
shall the Lord by my god, and this stone which I have set up
for a pil lar shall be God’s house; and of all that thou shalt
give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.” …

Tith ing no more had its be gin ning at Mt. Si nai than did
the Sab bath.  The Sab bath did not orig i nate with the giv ing
of the law. … A Sab bath has been ob served by God’s peo -
ple from the cre ation of man. …

Cer e mo nial laws may change, but God’s eter nal prin ci -
ples, never.  So an cient is this law of the tithe, that Cain and
Abel were ac quainted with it.  Ac cord ing to the Sep tu a gint
trans la tion of Gen e sis 4:7, it seems to be hinted that Cain’s
sin was not wholly be cause of the ‘qual ity’ of his of fer ing,
but also in the “quan tity” as well.  The pas sage reads, “If
thou hast of fered aright but hast not di vided aright, has
thou not sinned?”  So then, we find that the idea of the tithe
did not orig i nate with the law of Mo ses.  It had been in prac -
tice cen tu ries be fore Mo ses was born.  Since Je sus is “a
priest for ever af ter the or der of Melchizedek” and since
Abra ham is the fa ther of us all, through faith, the same prin -
ci ples that led Abra ham to pay tithes to Melchizedek who
was a type of Christ, should cer tainly lead ev ery Chris tian
to honor Christ with his tithes and of fer ings.

Excerpts taken from 
“The Sin We’re Afraid To Mention” 
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Homesick for Heaven
We are Heaven’s cit i zens.  We are headed to ward

Heaven’s bliss.  How ever, as we jour ney, we are hin dered
by the pull of this world.  It is very easy to be come sat is -
fied in this life.

If this life of fered no hard ness, no suf fer ings, no tears,
no bit ter ness, no dis ap point ments, most of us would be
con tent to re main here. 

It is the nights of this earth that make Heaven to be de -
sired – where there is no night.

It is that tears of this life that make Heaven a de light –
where God shall wipe away all tears.

It is the suf fer ings of this life which make us long for
Heaven – where there shall be no pain nor sick ness.

It is the pov erty of this life that makes the riches of
Heaven more de sired than ever.

It is the dis ap point ments of this life that make us long
for the bliss of Par a dise.

It is the heavi ness of this life that makes the rest of
Heaven a holy an tic i pa tion.

It is the mourn ing of this jour ney that will make the
hal le lu jahs of Heaven blessed.

It is the lone li ness of this life that makes us long for
the fel low ship of Je sus in Heaven.

The lon ger we live and the more tears we shed, the
more home sick we be come for Heaven.  One by one our
loved ones are cross ing over, un til soon we have more
loved ones on the other shore than here.  As this sep a rat ing 
con tin ues, so the more we de sire to de part this life and en -
joy re union with loved ones who have out stripped us to
Heaven’s shore. — Dr. Har old Sightler

Ed i tor’s Note:  “Je sus said to him, ‘I am the way, the
truth, and the life.  No one co mes to the Fa ther ex cept
through Me’” John 14:6.  BEING JESUS is the only way
(God’s Redemption At Christ’s Expense) I want to see my 
Sav ior first of all than all the other sin ners SAVED by
GRACE!  You know Heaven can be spelled this way for a
‘child of God’ = HOME.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

God’s Will For You
Did you as a child ever walk alone out un der the stars

look ing and look ing - and won der ing?  How bright the stars 
were!  How beau ti ful they shone from a can opy of blue! 
How great and pow er ful God is who can cre ate such!  How
holy He must be!

Did the ques tion then also arise in your heart: “Does
such a God, so pure and holy, who is able to cre ate this glo -
ri ous world - does He re ally care for one like me?  I am so
small and He is so great.  And I am so sin ful, too.   How can
He ever love one like me, or have any will for my life? 

Does He want any thing at all with me?”

What Does God Want Me To Do?

That was per haps our first ques tion.  And it seemed to
be the proper ques tion to ask.  But we had not gone far in
life un til we dis cov ered that “what I want” and God’s will
for me, were two en tirely dif fer ent things.  We are by na ture 
self ish; our in cli na tions and ten den cies are to ward that
which sat is fies our own evil na ture.  Even as chil dren we
said, “I want,” over and against the will of our par ents. 
What would have hap pened to us if they had given us all
that we, in or child ish ig no rance, de sired?  

Rather our prayer needs to be, “Teach me to do thy will; 
For thou art my God” Ps. 143:10.  “Teach me” – that is, not
only in struct me so I may know what is Thy will, but also
in cline my heart so that I shall be will ing to do Thy will.  To
do so re quires that we ad mit He is Lord of our souls and
lives and that He has a right to do with us as He de sires. 
“But I have no such will ing ness by na ture,” you say.  No,
but God can rem edy that, if you ask Him.  “For God is at
work in you, both to will and to work, for his good plea -
sure” Phil. 2:13.  When I yield my self to God, I al low Him
to work out His plans in me.  Then I can also do all things
He de sires of me in the strength He daily sup plies.  

And so we think of all the va ri et ies of work peo ple are
do ing-farm ing, crafts man ship, car pen try, paint ing, mu sic,
the min is try, etc.– and won der which of these we shall
choose.  But in do ing so we for get two things, first, that “we 
are His work man ship, cre ated in Christ Je sus for good
works, which God pre pared be fore hand”     

Eph. 2:10.  God has en dowed us with gifts and tal ents
which He de sires we shall use to His glory.  We need first to
find out what these are.  In the sec ond place we must rec og -
nize that He is more con cerned about what we are than
what we do.  He de sires that we shall be “His work man -
ship,” cre ations of His power, new and liv ing be ings in
Christ.  Rather we should first look at

God’s Ap point ment

Paul states this clearly, “God has not des tined us for
wrath, but to ob tain sal va tion through our Lord Je sus
Christ, who died for us so that whether we wake or sleep we 
might live with him” I Thess. 5:9, 10.  Some think God is a
cruel mon ster who de sires to pun ish his crea tures.  He is not 
such a per son, nor is that his pur pose.   No tice the cause, not 
for wrath, but for sal va tion.  No tice the pro vi sion, or how
He is to bring this about “through Je sus Christ, who died for 
us.”  Then no tice also the pur pose, “that, whether we wake
(are liv ing) or sleep (have died), we might live with him.” 
What beau ti ful and lov ing pur poses God has for the peo ple
of His cre ation!

Taken from “The Way of LIFE” by A. W. Knock
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The Great Confession
Mat thew 16:13-18

This is one of the most re mark able pas sages in the
whole gos pel of Mat thew.  We are here touch ing the very
cen ter of the gos pel story.  We find light which flashes
back ward and for ward.  It il lu mi nates both the first 16
chap ters as well as the last 12 chap ters of the gospel.  

Christ has taken His dis ci ples apart for a quiet talk. 
He is re ally cat e chiz ing them, ask ing them ques tions,
which were all cen tered around Him self.  

He is first in quir ing about what peo ple in gen eral say
about Him.  Not the scribes and Phar i sees, but the com -
mon peo ple.  We read that the com mon peo ple heard Him
gladly. 

Whom do men say that I the Son of Man am?

In other words, what is the re sult of my work so far? 
What is the re sult of my preach ing and teach ing, work ing
of mir a cles, and your preach ing and teach ing?

When they an swered they said only the best things
they had heard about Him.  They had heard men say: “He
is be side Him self.”  “He hath a devil,” etc., but they did
not men tion that.

They sim ply said: “Some say John the Bap tist, some
Eli jah, and oth ers Jer e miah, or one of the proph ets.”  They
could not quite place Him.  We can hear some times the
lam en ta tions of Jer e miah.  We have seen some of Eli jah’s
fire of Mt. Car mel flash ing from His eyes.  We have seen
and heard some of the thun der ing and light ning of John
the Bap tist.  But we do not quite know who He is.  They
knew he was a prophet sent from God, but they had not
dis cov ered the deep est truth concerning Him.  

Then He nar rowed the in quiry.
In stead of the wider sweep, He turned to the small mi -

nor ity group, the twelve.  You have been with, walked
with me and talked with me, you have seen the heal ing and 
heard the teach ing, and watched the op po si tion, and seen
how I have dealt with it.

The peo ple in gen eral have come so far and no far ther, 
they are just liv ing in the twi light,  but what about you,
have you seen the clear light?  

Whom say ye that I am?
That leads us to the heart of our text: to Pe ter’s Great

Con fes sion.  
I can just see Pe ter as he looked into his Mas ter’s won -

der ful face and said:

“Thou Art The Christ, The Son Of The Liv ing God.”

What a won der ful con fes sion!  Thou art the Christ,
Mes siah, the anointed one, the ful filler of all proph esy,

and of all ex pec ta tions, our Sav iour and Re deemer.  Thou
art the Mes siah, more than John the foreruuner, more than
Eli jah the foreteller, more than Jer e miah the watcher. 
Thou art the one to ward whom they all looked.  There is
man i fested in all your do ing, in all your teach ing some -
thing dif fer ent from all other teach ers of men.  You say
you are the Son of Man.  Yes, you are that in a spe cial
sense; but you are also the Son of the living God.  

Then fol lows the be at i tude, Christ’s bene dic tion and
bless ing upon Pe ter: “Blessed art thou, Si mon Bar-jona:
for flesh and blood hath not re vealed it unto thee, but my
Fa ther who is in heaven.”  Je sus did not pro nounce a re -
ward for Pe ter, for the dis cov ery he had made.  No, on the
con trary, He was rather de scrib ing the con di tion unto
which this new rev e la tion of the Fa ther had brought him.  

How did Pe ter make this great dis cov ery?
Flesh and blood hath not re vealed it.
That means it was not some thing he had re ceived from 

an other man.  No, my Fa ther hath re vealed it.
How did the Fa ther re veal this to Pe ter?
Through Christ’s per son and His work.
You re mem ber An drew led his brother Pe ter to Christ: 

“And when Je sus be held him he said: thou art Si mon, the
son of Jonah, thou shalt be called Cephas which is by in -
ter pre ta tion “Pe ter, a stone.”

Now at Caesarea-Phillipi He said, “’Thou art Pe ter.’  I
told you what you would be when I first met you.  I knew
how un sta ble and un de pend able you were, but I said you
shall be a rock, a man of strength.  Now you are.  Now you
know me.  Your con fes sion proves it.”

Then Christ makes this great an nounce ment: “And I
say unto thee, that thou art Pe ter, and upon this rock I will
build my church; and the gates of hell shall not pre vail
against it.”

Is n’t it mar vel ous what Je sus Christ can put into just
one lit tle verse?  Let us look at it.  Here we hear about the
Church of Je sus Christ; “my church” He said.  And who is
the builder?  “I will build my church.”  He com pares His
church to a build ing with a sure foun da tion.  It is built on a
solid rock.  And lastly, He is giv ing His church a great
prom ise.  The gates of Hell shall not pre vail against it.  It is 
a vic to ri ous church.

When we build a house we start with the foun da tion;
so let us first take a look at the foun da tion of the church of
Je sus Christ.  Christ says, “upon this rock”; not on Pe ter as 
a per son, but on Pe ter’s con fes sion that Christ is the Son of 
the liv ing God.  Paul un der stood it that way when he said
in I Cor. 3:11: “For other foun da tion can no man lay than
that which is laid, which is Je sus Christ.”

That was also Pe ter’s un der stand ing, for he writes in
his first epis tle: “To whom com ing, as unto a liv ing stone,
dis al lowed in deed of men, but cho sen of God, and pre -
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cious.  Ye also as liv ing stones are built up a spir i tual
house.”  Christ’s church is a spir i tual house where God’s
Spirit lives and works.

Christ is both the foun da tion and the builder.  Pe ter
had found the foun da tion, the rock, when he found Christ,
and he him self had be come a liv ing stone in this build ing.

“I will build my church,” Christ says.  Man can’t do it, 
only Christ can.  Only those who have ac cepted Him as
their per sonal Sav iour be come liv ing stones in this build -
ing.

His church is a liv ing ag gres sive church and meets
with op po si tion from all evil forces, but even though hell
opened up all its gates and let the whole army out to at tack
the church of Je sus Christ, the gates of hell could not pre -
vail against it.

The Son of the liv ing God, cru ci fied, risen, glo ri fied
with all power in Heaven and earth is the foun da tion,
builder and pro tec tor of His church and there fore noth ing
can pre vail against it.

But His church will never be seen in all its per fect
glory un til the morn ing of the sec ond ad vent.  When His
great build ing pro gram is fin ished He shall pres ent His
church to God, a glo ri ous thing, not hav ing spot or wrin kle 
or any such thing. (Eph. 5:27).

Then His ran somed and re deemed church will be the
me dium through which all the glory of God shall flash in
re splen dent glory through an end less eter nity.

Taken from “We Would See JESUS” 
by Pastor Lars Stalsbroten 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Thy Word Have I Hid…
By Pas tor James Olson, Shore line, WA

“How can a young man keep his way pure?  By
liv ing ac cord ing to your word.  I seek you with

all my heart; do not let me stray from your com -
mands.  I have hid den your word in my heart

that I might not sin against you.”
Psalm 119:9-11

When I was born in 1925, my par ents were Lu theran
who faith fully at tended church.  My five sib lings had been 
bap tized as in fants, yet my par ents were not born again
Chris tians.  In the late 1930s, how ever, af ter hear ing the
gos pel in a spe cial evan ge lis tic meet ing, my fa ther was
saved.  I still re mem ber his first tes ti mony.  He stood up in
church and said, “I am a sin ner.  God knows it, so the rest
of you might as well know it too.”  A few years later my

mother and old est sis ter had the same ex pe ri ence of sal va -
tion.  

CONVERSION

Our church did n’t have any youth group, so af ter con -
fir ma tion most of us pretty much went our own way.  As a 
teen ager deal ing with peer pres sure, want ing to be some -
body, feel ing the lure of the world - these were very dif fi -
cult years for me.  I wore a smile on the out side that did n’t
pic ture my true feel ings on the in side.  I feared God to
death.  I was not pre pared for eter nity.  I thought go ing
deeper into sin might erase the tur moil within.  My church
at ten dance be came ir reg u lar and nearly ceased.  

At that time, how ever, the Lord called again through
some spe cial meet ing to which I was in vited.  I thought,
“I’ll go, then make a quick exit af ter the ser vice.”  I don’t
re mem ber the mes sage that night, but the in vi ta tion song
gripped me – “Al most per suaded…al most, but lost.”  It
seemed that the Lord and the devil were bat tling for my
soul.  I felt that this might be God’s last call to me.  I
prayed the sim ple prayer: “God be mer ci ful to me a sin -
ner.”  The Lord had won!  But then fol lowed two days
where I felt I was in “no man’s land.”  I did n’t feel like I
be longed to the Lord and I did n’t want to go back to the
devil and the life I was liv ing.  Two nights later on De cem -
ber 5, 1942, the evan ge list preached on Mat thew 9:2 –
“Son, be of good cheer, your sins are for given You.”  This
be came my as sur ance of sal va tion.  God was now my fa -
ther and I was his child.  There was a sud den change.  I had 
tried the “rest,” now I would try the “best.”

I found my Bi ble, wiped the dust off it, and started to
read it again.  I did so, not be cause I had to, but be cause I
wanted to.  What we stud ied in the cat e chism also be came
alive and real to me.

CONSCRIPTION

In the early 1940s came World War II.  Over ten mil -
lion young men were called up, and some women also vol -
un teered to help de fend our lib erty and the free world. 
When our num bers came up, we went.  When young men
left for ser vice from our com mu nity, the lo cal Amer i can
Le gion gave each one a New Tes ta ment, com plete with a
metal front cover.  The idea was that if worn over the heart
this would pro tect you!  I also had my Bible with me.

I took my In fan try Ba sic Train ing at Camp Jo seph T.
Rob in son just north of Lit tle Rock, Ar kan sas.  We lived in
sim ple shacks with out win dows.  They did have screens
and shut ters.  One night when the shut ters were open, it
rained, and my Bi ble got wet.  The pages were dis col ored,
but still readable.  

In De cem ber 1944, the Ger man Army coun ter at -
tacked in Bel gium and pushed the Al lies back for a while. 
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It was “The Bat tle of the Bulge.”  Be cause our forces over
there needed in fan try re place ments, our sev en teen-week
ba sic train ing was cut to fif teen.  We were given a six-day
de lay for a short visit home be fore re port ing to Fort
Meade, Maryland.  

There, in a gym packed with G.I.s, a lec tur ing of fi cer
plainly told us, “You are go ing over and some of you are
not com ing back.”  At this, each one looked at the man
next to him, think ing, “He must mean you and not me.”

See ing our re ac tion, the speaker added, “I knew this is 
what you would do.”  He warned that from now on our let -
ters home would be cen sored, so we must not write any -
thing that might ben e fit the en emy if it fell into their
hands.

There fol lowed a full field in spec tion.  We dumped
ev ery thing out of our duf fle bags.  We could each take
only eight pounds of per sonal be long ings, in clud ing wash
cloth, two tow els, tooth brush and paste, and shav ing kit. 
Be sides these per mis si ble be long ings, I had my Bi ble. 
When the in spec tor, a young Sec ond Lieu ten ant, saw this,
he asked, “What do you in tend to do with that?”  “I plan to
take it with me,” I re plied.  He then told me that I should
send it home.  When he went on to the next per son, I
wrapped my Bi ble in a towel and put it back in my duffle
bag.  

Our next stop was at Camp Miles Standish – near
Boston, for a fi nal field in spec tion.  My Bi ble showed up
again and it seemed even big ger than be fore.  This time
our in spec tor was a staff ser geant.  He asked the same
ques tion.  I gave the same re sponse.  Then he said, “Good
deal.  Take it with you.”

COMBAT and SPIRITUAL CONFLICT

With 7,000 other doughboys bound for Eu rope, we
boarded a for mer lux ury liner, the Wakefield.  The con ver -
sion from lux ury liner to troop car rier was 100%.  There
was n’t a bit of lux ury left in it.  We were stacked five high
and rub bing el bows with our sea sick neigh bors.  

So I had my Bi ble with me in ba sic train ing, through
in spec tions, across the starry north At lan tic, through Eng -
land, France, Ger many, and deep into the heart of Aus tria.  
Here, on May 6, 1945, our 71st Di vi sion, hav ing pen e -
trated the far thest east of any Amer i can unit, met the Rus -
sian army com ing from the east on the River Enns near the
town of Styr.  Squeezed be tween us how ever, were Hit -
ler’s elite shock troop ers, who made a last-ditch stand.  We 
suf fered our heavi est ca su al ties of the war that day.  I was
never wounded, but I saw shrap nel cut the grass around
my feet.  This was close enough.

May 8 was V.E. Day (Vic tory in Eu rope).  There was
cel e bra tion back home, but for us sim ply re lief that the
fight ing had ended.  It was a time of spir i tual dark ness and

dis cour age ment for me af ter see ing the loss of life on both
sides.  I con cluded that the gos pel is the only so lu tion for
real peace in this world, and com mit ted my life to help
spread the good news of Jesus.

The war was over in Eu rope, but not in Asia.  So we
were put on the ri fle range.  We heard ru mors that we
would cross Rus sia in trucks and at tack Ja pan from the
west.  For tu nately, the war in Asia ended, so this ru mored
trek across eleven time zones never ma te ri al ized.  (I never
imag ined then that my wife and I would later go with other 
Lu theran Breth ren vol un teer “sol diers of the cross” to es -
tab lish a spir i tual “beach head” along the Ja pan sea coast
in Yamagata and Akita prefectures in Japan.)

CALLED

Af ter serv ing in the Army of Oc cu pa tion and be ing
dis charged in Au gust 1946, I en tered the Lu theran Breth -
ren Bi ble School in Fergus Falls, Min ne sota.  This was a
cul ture shock in ad just ing from army life, where we had
seen the rav ages of war, star va tion, suf fer ing, death and
sin in the raw.  How ever, I en joyed the fel low ship and
learn ing from teach ers who were in tune with God.

Af ter grad u at ing from the Bi ble de part ment in 1948, I
spent one year at an In dian Mis sion in North Da kota,
mainly help ing to con struct a chil dren’s home.  The fol -
low ing year I re turned to sem i nary, grad u at ing in 1951. 
This was fol lowed by one year of in tern ship at Elim Lu -
theran Church near Osakis, Minnesota.  

My wife Evie and I both felt called to be mis sion ar ies
in Ja pan.  Af ter our mar riage in 1952, we served there
from 1954 to 1989.  Re turn ing to the States we started an
out reach to Jap a nese peo ple in the Se at tle area.  Our son
Roger and his wife Su san, who had also been mis sion ar ies 
in Ja pan, took over the Se at tle outreach in 2004. 

CONCLUSION

Now that I have shared God’s mercy to me in life, I
can go back and com plete the ti tle of this ar ti cle.

The Psalm ist asks and gives the an swer to a rel e vant
ques tion in Psalm 119:9, “How shall a young man cleanse 
his way?”  The an swer is, “By tak ing heed ac cord ing to
your word…”  Then in verse 11, “Your word”– a GOOD
POSSESSION — “I have hid den in my heart”– a GOOD
PLACE — “that I might not sin against thee”– for a
GOOD PURPOSE.

Taken from “Faith & Fellowship” with permission

Ed i tor’s Note:  II Tim o thy chap ter 4 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE

PLAN NOW & PRAY FOR THE

An nual Con fer ence of the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion 

At

Faribault, MN

Bethel Lu theran Breth ren Church 

Pas tor Ron Wik, Host Pas tor 

On

June 17th - 19th , 2011
(Fri day eve ning through Sunday noon)

P. S. De tails to ap pear in the June is sue of the
Morn ing Glory!

Pray, Plan, Pray, In vite, Pray, At tend, Pray!

UpDate

“’Now there fore, our God, We thank You And
praise Your glo ri ous name.  But who am I, and who are
my peo ple, That we should be able to of fer so will ingly
as this?  For all things come from You, And of Your own 
we have given You. I know also, my God, that you test
the heart and have plea sure in up right ness.  As for me,
in the up right ness of my heart I have will ingly of fered
all these things; and now with joy I have seen Your
peo ple, who are pres ent here to of fer will ingly to
You.’” I Chron i cles 29:13-14 & 17.  

Fund ing for this faith mis sion/min is try co mes
through con cerned folk like YOU; who by God’s
Grace re al ize that we are in the midst of apos tasy (fall -
ing away); there fore see the need of seek ing to ‘fill in
part of the gap’, thus give of their means cheer fully. 
Please prayer fully ask the Lord to di rect your part in
ex tend ing this mis sion/min is try for the Sal va tion of
Pre cious Souls and nur tur ing the Lambs & Sheep in
the Kingdom of GOD.   

A lit tle girl had been given a new sil ver dol lar. She
went to her fa ther and asked him to change it into
dimes.  “What for?” asked the fa ther.  “So that I can
give the Lord His part,” she re plied.  The fa ther put ten
dimes into her hand, and shortly af ter ward walked with 
her to the church.  When the of fer ing was taken she
dropped in a dime and then be fore her fa ther could say
any thing, she dropped in an other.  “Why,” said her fa -
ther, “I thought you gave the tenth to the Lord?” 
“Yes,” she an swered, that tenth be longs to Him and I
can’t give Him what is His own, so if I give Him any -
thing I must give Him what is mine.”

May the LORD be per mit ted to lead, guide and di -
rect also our ‘fi nan cial stew ard ship’ to ‘Bib li cal’ min -
is tries that are in vest ments pleas ing in His Sight!  As
the LORD di rects YOU, may you be as sured that any
size gift in this min is try is truly ap pre ci ated!  Thank
you and may the LORD Bless!

March In come for Morn ing Glory was approx.
$2617.00

The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and send ing each is -
sue of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,300 plus con sid er -
able other ex penses.  

  


